MINISTERIAL STATEMENT BY THE
MINISTER FOR HOME AFFAIRS MADE IN PARLIAMENT
ON MONDAY 21 APRIL 2008

THE COMMITTEE OF INQUIRY’S FINDINGS ON THE
ESCAPE OF MAS SELAMAT ON
WEDNESDAY 27 FEBRUARY 2008

Mr Speaker Sir, on Wednesday 27 February 2008, ISA
detainee Mas Selamat bin Kastari escaped from the Whitley
Road Detention Centre (WRDC). A day after his escape, |
apologised in this House for what had happened, and promised
that in due course | would give a full account of his escape. At
that point, the full facts had yet to be fully established. | repeated
this assurance a fortnight later, telling Singaporeans that after
the Commitiee of Inquiry (COl) completed its work, | would give
a full account on how Mas Selamat escaped and what would be
done to prevent another escape.

The Committee of Inquiry

2. | convened a COIl on 1 Mar 2008 under the Prisons Act so
as to objectively establish the facts of what happened. |
appointed Mr Goh Joon Seng as Chairman of the COl. Mr Goh
is a retired High Court Judge and, a member of the Council of
Presidential Advisers and the Chairman of the Presidential
Council on Religious Harmony. The two other members are Mr
Tee Tua Ba and Dr Choong May Ling. Mr Tee is a retired
Commissioner of Police and currently non-resident Ambassador
to the United Arab Emirates. Dr Choong is a senior
Administrative Officer and the Deputy Secretary (Security) at the
Ministry of Home Affairs.

3. | tasked the COI to determine the full facts relating to Mas
Selamat’s escape. It was also to examine if there were lapses in
WRDC'’s custodial system, the physical security and procedures,
and recommend improvements to ensure that a similar incident
does not recur. - | | o






















































fallen short of the high standards that Singaporeans have come
to expect from them. This security lapse in WRDC came as a
rude and painful shock to them; all the more when the mistakes
have turned out to be so simple as to appear silly and incredible.

69. | can appreciate this sentiment because this was what | felt
on 27 Feb 2008. | was shocked and disappointed when first
informed of Mas Selamat’'s escape on 27 Feb 2008 via a
message on my handphone. At that moment, | was in this House
in the midst of answering questions on PMO’s Committee of

Supply.

70. There is no doubt that Mas Selamat’s escape is a major
setback for ISD and for MHA. It is a dark stain on the record of
successes which ISD has achieved in the fight against terrorism.
[t was ISD which uncovered the clandestine Jemaah Islamiyah
terrorist network and its links to the Al Qaeda in 2001. Before
that, nobody had heard of the terrorist organisation.
Singaporeans were saved from an otherwise catastrophic attack
planned for early 2002 when ISD disrupted the JI operational
cells collaborating with Al Qaeda operative, Mansour Jabarah
and the JI bomb maker, Fathur Rohman Al-Ghozi. These two
individuals were later arrested by foreigh governments. [SD’s
intelligence has also significantly supported the investigation into
the Al Qaeda and JI networks in the region as well as other parts
of the world. Even now, no doubt with morale sorely affected, the
ISD and its officers continue to also pursue every lead and
intelligence to further their counter-terrorism operations which
have kept us all safe.

71. Do not misunderstand me. | mention these facts not to
absolve or excuse the ISD from responsibility for its officers’
mistakes or lapses. | mention these facts because we need to be
fair and balanced in our judgement and not “throw the baby out
with the bath water.” Yes, this episode of Mas Selamat’s escape
is a bad mistake and officers who did not carry out their duties as
required will be held accountable. But ISD, the organisation and
the many dedicated and committed officers who continue to
serve in i, are resolved to pick themselves up, recover their
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spirits and move forward relentlessly in their national mission.
We must support them in this.

72. 1SD’s contribution in countering terrorism and keeping
Singapore safe is crucial. Indeed, all the Home Team agencies
have played and will continue to play a vital role in the security of
Singapore.

73. Before | end, let me thank the SAF for deploying their
resources and men in the hunt for Mas Selamat. Much credit is
to be given to both the active and operationally ready NSmen in
the SAF and the Home Team for their commitment and efforts
over the last 7 weeks in the search for Mas Selamat.

74. | also want to thank the many Singaporeans who have
actively put their minds to the problem, to share their ideas and
help us. | know that they were equally disappointed over this
security lapse but they stepped forward to work with the
Government to address the immediate challenge.

75. Of course, there were also Singaporeans who wrote to me
or blogged in the internet expressing anger and in some cases,
abuse. Others thought the whole episode made good creative
material for cynical humour. | understand their frustration. This
incident should not have happened. Bui since it did happen, my
first priority had to be fo establish the full facts of what and how it
happened and at the same time, galvanise and focus the
energies of the Home Team and its partners, including the
community, to tackle the situation at hand.

76. | am deeply grateful for the way Singaporeans have rallied
behind our efforts even as they rightly expect a proper
accounting. This is why | have given Members and the public a
full account of what happened, what we will do to fix the problem,
and how we will ensure that the same problem does not happen
again in the future.

77. The fight against terrorism is on-going. Today, for the
second time, that fight includes the search for Mas Selamat. And
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just as we found him the last time, even when he thought himself
safe hiding among J! friends outside Singapore, so we will
eventually again track him down, arrest him and detain him.

| will now answer questions from Members.
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